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general and successful strategist, and relied chiefly
on men as incapable as himself; partly because the
money Queen Elizabeth had promised to supply for
carrying on the war was greatly in arrear.

On this score Sidney continued to make frequent
and bitter complaints, especially in respect to his
own direct responsibilities as Governor of Flushing.
His views were forcibly expressed in three letters
that he wrote on the 14th of August, 1586. One
was addressed to the Queen's Privy Council, calling
Its attention to " the weak store of all sort of neces-
sary munition that both this town and the castle of
Rammekins have." " The States," he said, " I have
tried to the uttermost; but, partly with the opinion
it more toucheth her Majesty because it is her pawn,
but principally because they have ever present occa-
sion to employ both all they have and indeed much
more upon the places nearest to the enemy, we in this
town, and as I think, Brielle, shall still demand and
still go without. By the grace of God, my trust is
in Him, that my life shall discharge of blame; but
not I nor all that be here can perform the services
that we owe to her Majesty without such merely
necessary things." The second letter was addressed
to Walsingham. " I beseech you, sir, labour for me,
or rather for her Majesty, in it," he wrote touching
the need of supplies. u We do still make camps and
straight again mar them for want of means, and so
lose our money to no purpose." The third letter,
also to Walsingham, and sent by another messenger,
was intended by Sidney for his father-in-law's pri-
vate reading and guidance. In it he spoke more